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We have lost De Tocqueville recently ; and now we have 
Macaulay also, among our foreign members, to deplore. I 
saw Macaulay at his own house in July, and hoped to have 
seen him again in the spring ; but I observed a great change 
in him since I met him in 1847, and was not wholly surprised 
at his early and sudden death. Mons. Guizot, whom I saw 
on Saturday, and to whom I gave the information of Macau- 
lay's death, said of him, with great feeling, " He was one of 
my best friends in England, and the most brilliant writer 
of the English language." Irving and he have gone together, 
as Prescott and Hallam did at the opening of the year. These 
are vacancies which will hardly be supplied in our day and 
generation. 



FEBRUAKY MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day (Thursday), the 9th of February, at twelve 
o'clock, noon; Hon. David Sears, one of the Vice- 
Presidents, in the chair. 

The Recording Secretary being absent from the State, 
the Chair appointed Mr. Whitney Secretary pro tern. 

The records of the last stated meeting, and those of 
the special meeting held the 26th of January at the 
residence of Dr. Jacob Bigelow, were read. The Libra- 
rian made his report, announcing donations from the 
American Antiquarian Society ; American Philosophical 
Society ; Essex Institute ; New-England Historic-Gene- 
alogical Society ; Trustees of State Lunatic Asylum ; 
Henry Stevens, William T. Wardwell, James Lenox, 
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and J. M. Wightman, Esqs. ; Hon. Theron Metcalf; 
and Messrs. William Appleton, J. Bigelow, Deane, 
Green, Hudson, Livermore, Quint, Bobbins, Savage, 
Sparks, E. H. Sears, and Webb, of tbe Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary stated that communica- 
tions had been received from Hon. Benjamin F. Thomas, 
and Samuel A. Green, M.D., accepting membership. 
He then read a letter from Mr. Isaac I. Greenwood of 
New York, a descendant of Dr. John Clark, in regard 
to an account of a portrait in the rooms of the Histori- 
cal Society, to be found in the seventh volume of the 
Third Series of the Society's Collections, stating that the 
account was incorrect. Mr. Savage expressed regret 
that such an error should have found its way into our 
Collections, and said it had long ago been corrected. 
The letter was referred to the Cabinet-keeper for a reply 
to the question asked therein. 

Mr. Quincy made a few remarks in regard to a manu- 
script of fifty-seven pages, which he held in his hand ; 
being " Observations of the Merchants of Havre de 
Grace upon the Arret of the Council of State, dated 
Aug. 30, 1784, concerning the Commerce of Foreigners 
in the French West-India Islands." After referring 
to the course of the French Government during the 
rule of Dessalines, by which the lucrative commerce 
between this country and St. Domingo was interrupted, 
he said that this manuscript was sent to himself while a 
member of the National Congress, in 1806, by some of 
our merchants, to afford him information in regard to 
certain facts; and, although, perhaps, of no great mo- 
ment, might, as a matter of statistics, be of value : and 
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he therefore desired to place it in the archives of the 
Society. 

Mr. Ticknor made a communication relating to a 
letter addressed to Washington Irving by Mr. Prescott. 
He knew that such a letter had been written ; and, 
shortly after Mr. Prescott's death, wrote to Washington 
Irving in regard to it. But he replied, that his search 
had been in vain, although the contents of the letter 
were vivid in his memory ; and he feared that it had 
fallen a prey to the unscrupulous rapacity of autograph 
hunters. Mr. Pierre M. Irving, the nephew of Wash- 
ington Irving, in turning over his uncle's papers, had 
discovered the lost letter; and Mr. Ticknor had this 
morning received it. 

All would recall, said Mr. Ticknor, the letter of 
Mr. J. Lothrop Motley, read at the April meeting 1859, 
giving an account of his feelings on hearing that Mr. 
Prescott intended to write the " History of Philip II.," 
and that, therefore, his (Mr. Motley's) projected " His- 
tory of the Rise of the Dutch Republic" woidd na- 
turally traverse a portion of the same ground ; his 
calling upon Mr. Prescott to ask if their plans would 
conflict ; and, although young and a stranger, the cor- 
dial reception he received ; the warm encouragement 
given him by Mr. Prescott to continue his work ; the 
placing of his library at his disposal ; &c. 

Mr. Ticknor then remarked, that, shortly after the 
publication of " Ferdinand and Isabella," Mr. Prescott 
was placed in precisely similar relations with Washing- 
ton Irving ; and, it was needless to say, with a result 
alike honorable to both. Mr. Prescott had made exten- 
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sive collections for his " History of the Conquest of 
Mexico," when he accidentally learned that Irving had 
proposed to write a similar work ; and it was this that 
produced the letter referred to, bearing date Dec. 30, 
1858. 

This interesting letter of Mr. Prescott was then read. 

Mr. Everett, in announcing the decease of Henry 
D. Gilpin, Esq., spoke substantially as follows : — 

At the meeting of the Society on the 20th of January, I 
expressed the apprehension, that we should soon be called to 
lament the loss of a distinguished honorary associate, — Mr. 
Gilpin of Philadelphia, — of whose health I had received 
by telegraph a very unfavorable account in the course of that 
day. This melancholy anticipation was realized a day or two 
afterwards. Having had the privilege of proposing him, in 
the course of the past year, as an associate whose election 
would do honor to the Historical Society, and having enjoyed 
his friendship for many years, I feel it a duty to submit to the 
Society an appropriate tribute of respect to his memory. 

If we can, with propriety, use such an expression of the 
resigned and tranquil close of an honored and useful life, 
the death of Mr. Gilpin, under the age of sixty, was prema- 
ture; but it found him prepared. In his own parting words, 
he died " at peace with God and man." Born and educated 
in Philadelphia, he adopted the law as his profession, and rose 
rapidly to eminence in its practice. While yet a young man, 
he was appointed District Attorney of the United States ; 
and afterwards Solicitor of the Treasury, and Attorney-Gene- 
ral. He sustained himself honorably at the most important 
forum in the country in these eminent positions, sometimes 
in opposition to the most distinguished counsel of the day. 
No interest confided to him ever suffered in his hands for 
want of ability or attention on his part ; while to the utmost 
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energy and firmness in the discharge of duty he added an 
unfailing gentleness and courtesy of manner. While he filled 
the office of District Attorney, he published a volume of 
reports of cases adjudicated in the court of which he was an 
officer ; and he afterwards made a collection of the opinions 
of the attorneys-general, from the foundation of the govern- 
ment to the year 1841. He also, about the same time, ren- 
dered a very important service to the constitutional literature 
of the country by a careful and conscientious collation and 
edition of the " Madison Papers." No publication within my 
knowledge, issued under the auspices of the Government of 
the United States, has been more judiciously and skilfully 
prepared for the press. 

Mr. Gilpin, although eminently successful in his profes- 
sional and political career, appeared to be wholly destitute of 
political ambition ; and, retiring in early manhood from all 
public occupations, devoted himself to the gratification of 
more congenial tastes. He had always cultivated letters, as 
his favorite recreation from professional toil ; and hencefor- 
ward gave himself almost exclusively to literary pursuits. 
He had been, from an early period, a successful and a popular 
writer in the leading periodicals of the day, including the 
Quarterly Reviews. He wrote several of the articles in 
the original edition of the " Biographies of the Signers of the 
Declaration of Independence ; " and the second edition of 
that work was published under his supervision, with large 
additions. He also wrote biographical notices of several 
distinguished contemporaries ; among others, of Mr. Living- 
ston, Mr. Forsyth, and Mr. Silas Wright. His discourses and 
addresses on various public occasions are among the most 
valuable performances of the kind ; always admirably writ- 
ten, discriminating, full of fact, and in good taste. His 
"Address on the Life and Character of Franklin," delivered at 
Philadelphia a few years since, contains one of the most judi- 

65 
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cious and instructive discussions of the entire career of our 
great countryman which has ever appeared. 

In the possession of ample means, Mr. Gilpin bestowed a 
liberal expenditure on the formation of a library. His collec- 
tion consisted of twelve or fifteen thousand well-selected 
volumes, in the various departments of general literature. It 
was a library, not of bibliographical rarities, but of books for 
use ; and he was as well acquainted with their contents as 
any man can be with the contents of a library of that size. 
He was among the most finished classical scholars in the 
country ; and his shelves contained the best editions of 
the ancient authors, which he read systematically and with 
care. He collected maps, charts, and plans of cities, with 
great diligence ; always, in his travels, procuring the best arti- 
cles of that kind : and, Avhere nothing already published was 
to be had, he occasionally, in order to complete a series, 
caused original drawings and sketches to be made. 

Mr. Gilpin's taste for the fine arts had been carefully culti- 
vated by the study of the best works at home and abroad. 
His residence was tastefully adorned with valuable works of 
painting and statuary. He was well acquainted with the 
characteristic merits of the great masters, which he had dili- 
gently observed in Europe. He took much interest in the 
progress of art at home ; and was the President of the Penn- 
sylvania Academy of Pine Arts, giving much time to the 
management of its affairs. 

He was an active member and a Vice-President of the 
Pennsylvania Historical Society, and had explored several 
branches of local antiquity with great diligence. He was 
especially conversant with the political history of the United 
States ; having added to a large acquaintance with the public 
men of the day the diligent perusal of every standard work 
in that department. In all his studies, the grasp of a very 
retentive memory was strengthened by great method in the 
arrangement and disposition of his books and papers. 
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Mr. Gilpin had formed intimate personal relations with 
some of the most eminent statesmen of the day. He was 
especially in the confidence of the late distinguished jurist, — 
Mr. Livingston, — who, if I mistake not, in preparing his 
" Code," and the Reports illustrating it, more than once re- 
sorted to Mr. Gilpin's stores of professional knowledge, as 
well as to his amply furnished library. There were few sub- 
jects of literary, scientific, or professional inquiry on which 
important original views might not be gathered from his con- 
versation or correspondence ; and few persons, I presume, 
were more frequently consulted in this way by their friends. 

A few years ago, Mr. Gilpin made an extensive tour in 
Europe and Western Asia. No American within my acquaint- 
ance has ever gone abroad better qualified to travel to 
advantage, or has returned with a richer store of personal 
observation. Acquainted beforehand with all that books 
teach of the objects deserving attention, he devoted to the 
discriminating inspection of what is really important that time 
which, under the dictation of ignorant couriers, is wasted by 
so many travellers in vague curiosity-hunting and tasteless 
sight-seeing. 

Mr. Gilpin took an enlightened interest in the subject of 
education, and especially in the Girard College, of which he 
was an active and eflicient director. In frequent visits to 
Philadelphia within the last few years, I had abundant oppor- 
tunity to become acquainted with the minute and truly pa- 
rental care with which he watched over that institution, not 
merely in matters of general administration, but with kindly 
sympathy with the individual inmates and their progress. 

It would be hardly proper before a public body to speak of 
Mr. Gilpin in the relations of private life, further than to say, 
that he might be cited as a model son, brother, husband, and 
friend ; unsurpassed in the courtesies which make the charm 
of social intercourse, and convert even a passing visit into a 
substantial enjoyment. 



436 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [FEB. 

Mr. Gilpin left a handsome fortune. The provisions of his 
will, executed a short time before his death, have been made 
public, and show, that, after obeying in the amplest manner 
the impulses of affection and duty, he contemplated munifi- 
cent and permanent endowments of the public institutions 
with which he was connected. The grave has rarely closed 
over a character of such great and varied excellence ; and his 
death is a loss not merely to Philadelphia, but to the whole 
country. 

I beg leave to offer the following resolutions : — 

Resolved, That the members of the Massachusetts Historical So- 
ciety have received with becoming sensibility the melancholy tidings of 
the decease of their honorary associate, Henry D. Gilpin, Esq., Vice- 
President of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, President of the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, and a Director of the Girard 
College at Philadelphia. 

Resolved, That the various and distinguished accomplishments of 
Mr. Gilpin as a jurist, a statesman, and a scholar ; his numerous and 
valuable contributions to the historical and miscellaneous literature of 
the country ; his eminent services as a friend and patron of education, 
of the fine arts, and the benevolent institutions of the community ; and 
his recognized character as an enlightened and public-spirited citizen, 
— entitle him to an honored place among the illustrious dead of the 
past twelvemonth, and will cause his name to be held in respectful and 
grateful remembrance. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to the 
family of our lamented associate, with the assurance of the sincere 
sympathy of the Massachusetts Historical Society in their bereave- 
ment. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted ; and the 
Secretary was directed to see that the last resolve was 
carried into effect. 

Mr. Everett called particular attention to the dona- 
tion of Mr. Lenox, of which the Librarian had made 
mention, — a quarto volume of sixty-three pages ; a few 
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copies only having been privately printed by Mr. Lenox, 
in beautiful style, with an introduction by himself. 
This volume, entitled " Nicolaus Syllacius de Insulis 
Meridiani atque Indici Maris nuper inventis," with a 
translation into English by the Rev. John Mulligan, 
A.M., New York, 1859, relates to the second voyage 
of Columbus, and was originally published in 1494 or 
1495. Only two copies are known to exist ; one of 
these, from which the reprint was made, being in the 
possession of Mr. Lenox. 

On motion of Mr. R. Frothingham, Jun., the Secretary 
was requested to make a special acknowledgment of 
this valuable gift to the library. 



MARCH MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day (Thursday), the 8th of March, at noon, in their 
rooms, Tremont Street ; Hon. David Sears, one of 
the Vice-Presidents, in the chair. v 

The Librarian announced donations from the Essex 
Institute ; Mercantile-Library Association of Philadel- 
phia; Pennsylvania Historical Society; Western Rail- 
road Corporation ; George Adams, Esq.; G. R. Babcock, 
Esq. ; C. K. Dillaway, Esq. ; Augustus Durant, Esq. ; 
Rev. A. Hill, D.D. ; B. P. Johnson, Esq. ; S. S. Purple, 
M.D. ; Benjamin S. Shaw, M.D.; Rev. E. M. Stone; 
John Wilson, Esq. ; and from Messrs. Green, Robbins, 



